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Look Back
~5 calendar years of HSE operating as 

the  independent GB regulator for 
pesticides (and supporting Northern 
Ireland) 

 EU Exit has been the biggest change 
we’ve had to respond and adapt to

Subject of significant industry, press and 
Parliamentary interest



Collaboration with key stakeholders –
• DWP & DEFRA & OGDs
• Other agencies/regulators/oversight bodies 
• Industry, users & NGOs

• Adapting to and influencing cross government priorities
• Ensuring no regulatory gaps/minimising overlaps
• Responding to applicant/user needs 
• Maintaining high standards of protection 

Regulatory landscapes – domestic and international

• Navigating regulatory and political landscapes across the 
Four UK Nations 

• Navigating regulatory co-operation with the EU
• Learning from international regulators & others

Ensuring capacity and capability to support future work 

• Moving from interim to full operating capability
• Building and retaining  necessary skills 
• Balancing our leadership commands

Maintaining Delivery Focus 

• Improve quality and timelines of ‘permissions’  to businesses 
• Improve service delivery 
• Reduce cost of regulatory service delivery 

Responding and Adapting to 
Change



Independent 
Scientific
Advice

Applicants 

Trade Associations

NGOsOthers 

Key Stakeholders



NB Representative, not exhaustive list.

United Nations

Other 
Intergovernmental 
Organisations

UNGHS 
- Classification, Labelling 
and Packaging

Codex 
- Pesticides 
Residue/ Food 

JMPR 
- Pesticides 
Residue / Food) 

Other Global 
Regulatory 
Authorities 

International Engagement



Regulatory Landscape

Support HSE Activity:

• HSE’s Chemicals Legislative Reform - Biocides & CLP  
• Regulation Innovation Office – ensuring regulation enables 

innovation in science and technology
• New approach to ensure regulators and regulation support 

growth 
• OECD & UNGHS 

Support Defra and Devolved Governments Delivering:

• Chemicals and Pesticides Common Framework 
• UK Pesticides National Action Plan
• Protection of bees from pesticides
• Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement  



New Approach to Ensure Regulators 
and Regulation Support Growth 



UK Pesticides National Action 
Plan 2025 
Action 6: Review regulatory barriers to innovation, particularly around precision application 
technologies: explore the potential benefits and drawbacks of pesticide application by drones 
and consider whether rules and guidance need to be amended.

Action 8: Continue to provide additional support to biopesticide applications.

Action 9: Consider how we can make improvements to the arrangements for GB biopesticides 
to reduce burdens without compromising environmental and human health standards.

Action 16: Review how membership of industry / assurance schemes might be taken into 
account as part of assessing users risk profiles, so inspections are better targeted.

Action 17: Ensure guidance on the use of PPPs, in particular the ‘Codes of Practice for using 
plant protection products’ ( and the Code of Practice for suppliers of pesticides to agriculture, 
horticulture and forestry), are updated to be current,  remain clear and easily accessible, 
support compliance and embed IPM as a key part of our long-term approach to pest control.

Action 18: Engage with online marketplaces to discuss findings of research regarding online 
sales of professional PPPs, and approaches to increasing visibility of the legal requirements of 
their use for the general public.



Drone Technology

 Assessing & issuing experimental permits to apply 
pesticides by drone

 Providing leadership at the international level

 Building an evidence base to inform future policy and 
regulatory considerations 



Protecting Bees   



Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Agreement  



Capacity

Jan 
2021 
262  

Today
~450 

Net expansion of 
188 

(inc. losses + 
vacancies filled 

internally)  

= Total vacancies 
filled  ~566



Capability 
  Achieved staff level of 450 

 Focused on recruitment of graduate scientists, 
and particular specialisms e.g. toxicologists.

 Working towards increasing skillsets and levels 
of experience 

 Getting the right balance of work for our most 
experienced staff 
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Scientific staff  Grade and Experience

Number of CRD Band 4 and Band 5 
Scientists (All Regimes)

Band 4  > 5 Years Experience Band 4  < 5Years Experience Band 5



Delivery 
2023/2024 2024/2025 2025/2026

Deliver 95% of planned permissions for pesticides to 
legislative timescales 

Delivered 711 Delivered 780 
(Annual Report 

imminent) 

 On track 

+ Numerous overdue applications concluded 
+ Expiry dates of many supported active substances extended 

(since 2021) 
Renewal assessment of glyphosate active substance started

4 new pesticide active substances approved in Great Britain 
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