
Stephen Flack   - November 2021

© Copyright NIAB

BCPC Weeds Review 2021

Seed standards in E & W
• Certified seeds

• Field standards

• Seed standards

• Imported Certified seed

• Other seed for sowing

• Vegetable seed

• Farm saved

• Other
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NIAB carries 
out the seed 
certification 

work in 
England and 

Wales 

on behalf of 
DEFRA 

and the Welsh 
Government.
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Standards for content of weed seeds 

and other crop seeds are mainly achieved 

by seed testing methods
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There are relatively few field 
standards for the presence of 

other species of plants in a 
seed production field.

Field inspection mostly is 
concerned with the 

Varietal Identity and Varietal 
purity 

of the plants present and 

their isolation from physical or 
pollen contamination.
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Field standards which exist include standards 

for the presence of Wild Oats in cereal seed crops.
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Standards for the presence of other Lolium Species 

in a Lolium seed crop

… the number of plants of a Lolium species or 

festulolium, other than the crop species itself, must not 

exceed: 

(a)one per 50 square metres for the production of Basic 

seed;

and 

(b) one per 10 square metres for the production of CS 

seed. 
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Standards controlled by seed testing – Cereals
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Imported certified seed

Since the beginning of 2021 agricultural 
seed brought into the UK can no longer be 
certified and labelled under the EU seed 

schemes. It now has to be certified under 
the OECD Seed Schemes with proof seed 

standards are met provided by ISTA testing.

Imported seed is subject to the UK 
phytosanitary requirements which includes 

a list of prohibited species, compliance is 
checked and enforced by PHSI. 
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Standards achieved by seed testing – Vegetables
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Agricultural Farm Saved Seed

Many farms retain seed from their crops for sowing.  

This is not a marketable category of seed in Great Britain 

It has no compulsory seed test or maximum permitted 
levels of weed or other seed.  

It is important for the seed to be properly sampled and  
tested by a qualified seed tester. 

A decision whether to use the seed can be based on the 
test results
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Seed from other sources
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A great deal of seed sold over the internet 
originates from established suppliers in 

the UK, Europe or beyond

- and meets the standards for seed in this 
country.  

Internet sales
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Some seed sold over the internet comes from unknown sources 
and locations.

Seed from unknown sources may not be subject to quality control 
and contain seed of prohibited weeds or carrying disease.

This is a real risk but should not be 
blown up out of proportion
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PHSI and customs regulate seed imports 
but detecting small packets in the large 

quantity of letters and packages handled 
internationally each day has limitations.
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